Compensating medical injury victims in the United States: there must be a better way.
The crisis of medical malpractice insurance affordability and availability, highlighted by significant annual premium increases in many states, has led many observers to question the adequacy of state civil justice systems for compensating medical injury victims. Evidence exists that (a) many victims of medical injury are not compensated, (b) the state civil litigation systems present formidable obstacles to many injury victims seeking compensation, (c) many legitimate claimants may not be able to secure legal representation for their cases, and (d) the chance of recovery and the amount of damages awarded depend on the state in which the plaintiff resides.